Course of Islamic paleography by Jan Just Witkam
Tasks for the student:
1. Read the bibliographical description of the manuscript.
2. Carefully compare the images of the manuscript with the proposed transliteration. Get accustomed
with peculiarities of this hand.
3. Transcribe in the same way a considerable portion of that part of the manuscript which has not been
transliterated. Start where the given transliteration ends. See how far you come.
4. Note remarkable or unusual ligatures and make a list of these.
5. Make an inventory of all signs and peculiarities which are different from modern practice.

MS Leiden Or. 298
Arabic, paper, 241 ff., upright script (with extensive application of ihmāl), dated Dhū al-Qaʿda 252 [866] (f. 241b),
and thereby probably the oldest dated Arabic manuscript on paper (at least in Europe), bound in a full-leather
standard Library binding.
The present volume contains an incomplete copy of Gharīb al-Ḥadīth, by Abū ʿUbayd al-Qāsim b. Sallām alBaghdādī (d. 223/837), GAL G I, 107. GAS IX, 70-72. CCO 1725 (IV, p. 48). See Voorhoeve, Handlist, p. 95.
The present MS has been used as MS No. 3 by Muḥammad ʿAẓīm al-Dīn in his edition of the text: Gharīb al-Ḥadīth
li-Abī ʿUbayd al-Qāsim b. Sallām al-Harawī. Hydarabad 1384-1387/1964-1967 (4 vols.). On p. xvi of vol. I, he gives a
short note about the importance of the Leiden manuscript.
The leaves of the manuscript are in disorder. See for a reconstruction of the correct order by M.J. de Goeje, see
CCO 1725 (IV, p. 49).
Additional impressions of the manuscript:
- Numerous marginal and interlinear notes. Substantial marginal note on f. 131a. Some of these may have been
written by the Musahhih who mentions his name on f. 241b.
- On f. 107b is a Khuṭbat al-Nikāḥ, in an old hand, albeit much younger than the copyist’s, possibly the same hand
as of the owner’s note on f. 241b, which is dated 750 (1349-1350).
- On f. 241b a collation and reading (Taṣḥīḥ, Qirāʾa) note, done with the imam Ibrāhīm b. […] Muḥammad b. Aḥmad
b. Muḥammad b. Isḥaq al-…ī, dated Monday with 6 days left of Ǧumādā II 378 (988).
- On f. 241b an owner’s note by Manūchihr b. Khusraw b. […], Madīnat al-Salām Baghdād in the year 750 (13491350).
The manuscript is divided in aǧzāʾ of 20 ff. each, with a title page and with an empty last page for each quire.
These were apparently made for the purpose of recording protocols of reading sessions (Samāʿāt). But there are
no notes or protocols concerning these reading sessions on the title-pages and the blank final pages, except for a
few sets of owners’ notes. Each quire begins with a basmala of its own.
¶ The question of the manufacture of the paper is somewhat confusing. Joseph von Karabacek, Arab paper, 1887.
Translated by Don Baker and Suzy Dittmar. Additional notes by Don Baker. London [ca. 1991], p. 53, says ‘To
produce papers with both surfaces smooth and suitable for writing, two sheets were stuck together’, for which
he refers to ample evidence in the Vienna collection. Documentary evidence for the doubling of paper is given by
von Karabacek on the basis of a passage in al-Muqaddasi, Aḥsan al-Taqāsim fi Maʿrifat al-Aqālīm. However, when
one reads this passage in the edition by M.J. de Goeje (first edition, Leiden 1877), p. 100, lines 5-6, it becomes
clear that von Karabacek has misinterpreted al-Muqaddasi’s passage which refers to the pasting of papers (said
in a general way, meaning either pasting together or into scrolls, but not specifically meant as pasting two sheets
on top of one another) and to the double pasting of boards. The entire quotation is nothing more than as follows
hereafter, and is taken out of a context concerning the use of starch, not the manufacture of paper: wa-bil-Yaman
yalzaqūna al-Durūǧ wa-yabattinūna al-Dafātir bil-Nashāʾ).
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Jonathan M. Bloom, Paper before print. The history and impact of paper in the Islamic world. New Haven & London
2001, pp. 58-60, equally disagrees with the theory that old paper consists of two leaves pasted together. He says
(pp. 58, 60): ‘The tendency for the pages to split is actually a result of delamination, a condition seen in many
early papers, such as the Vatican manuscript. When the pulp was not sufficiently beaten, the outer layers of the
cellulose | fibers did not detach and form physical and chemical bonds with adjacent microfibrils, and the
resulting paper has weak internal cohesion. This condition was exacerbated when the paper was given a hard
surface with the application of size. The weaker interior splits easily in two, revealing a rough, woolly, and
’feltlike inner surface.
After having studied several of the wormholes in the paper of MS Leiden Or. 298 I can personally confirm that
the cross-section of the paper shows that the substance does not consist of two layers, pasted onto one another.
Bloom (op. cit., p. 58) mentions an Arabic manuscript on paper which is dated 848 AD, and which is kept in
Municipal Library of Alexandria. Earlier reports on an older MS in Alexandria have been circulating for a number
of years. However, François Déroche, ‘Les manuscrits arabes datés du IIIe/IXe siècle’, in Revue des Études
Islamiques 55-57 (1987-1989), pp. 343-379, mentions the present manuscript (MS Leiden Or. 298) as the oldest
Arabic manuscript on paper (list on p. 346), and nowhere does he refer to a MS in Alexandria.
¶ See for other details on the MS, and for an edition and annotated translation of the Ḥadīth Umm Zarʿ (ff. 12b13b) on the basis of the present MS: M.J. de Goeje, ‘Beschreibung einer alten Handschrift von Abû ʿUbaid’s Ġarîb
al-hadît’ in: ZDMG 18 (1864), pp. 781-807, with illustration of the upper half of f. 23b. De Goeje has also made a list
of paleographical peculiarities on the script as employed in the present MS.
Or. 298, f. 135a, with title of ǧuzʾ 18 and notes by owners.

اﻟﺠﺰو | اﻟﺜﺎﻣﻦ ﻋﺸﺮ ﻣﻦ ﻏﺮﻳﺐ اﻟﺤﺪﻳﺚ ﻋﻦ اﺑﻲ | ﻋﺒﻴﺪ اﻟﻘﺴﻢ ﺑﻦ ﺳﻼم اﻟﺒﻐﺪادى | ﻻﺑﻰ ﻣﻌﻤﺮ اﺣﻤﺪ ﺑﻦ ﻋﺒﺪاﷲ ﺑﻦ ﻋﺮوﻩ ﻧﻔﻌﻪ اﷲ ﺑﻪ | ﺻﺎر
ﻻﺧﻴﻪ ﻋﺒﺪﻩ ﺑﻦ ﻋﺒﺪاﷲ ﺑﻦ ﻋﺮوﻩ ﻧﻔﻌﻪ اﷲ ﺑﻪ | ﺛﻢ ﺻﺎر ﻻﺑﻰ ﻃﺎهﺮ اﺣﻤﺪ ﺑﻦ ﻣﺤﻤﺪ ﺑﻦ اﺣﻤﺪ ﺑﻦ ﻳﻮﺳﻒ اﻟﺒﺨﺎر>ى< ||
Or. 298, f. 135b.

ﺑﺴﻢ اﷲ اﻟﺮﺣﻤﻦ اﻟﺮﺣﻴﻢ |
>< اﺣﺎدﻳﺚ ﺳﻠﻤﺎن اﻟﻔﺎرﺳﻰ >< |
وﻗــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــﺎل | اﺑﻮ ﻋﺒﻴﺪ ﻓﻰ ﺣﺪﻳﺚ ﺳﻠﻤﺎن اﻧﻪ ﻗﺎل اﺣﻴّﻮا ﻣﺎ ﺑﻴﻦ | اﻟﻌﺸﺂﻳﻦ ﻓﺎﻧﻪ ﻳﺤﻂ ﻋﻦ اﺣﺪآﻢ ﻣﻦ ﺟﺰءﻳﻪ واﻳﺎآﻢ | وﻣﻠﻐﺎة
اول اﻟﻠﻴﻞ ﻓﺎن ﻣﻠﻐﺎة اول اﻟﻠﻴﻞ ﻣﻬﺪﻧﻪ | ﻻﺧﺮﻩ ،ﻗﺎل اﺑﻮ ﻋﺒﻴﺪ ﺣﺪﺛﻨﺎﻩ ﻣﺮوان ﺑﻦ ﻣﻌﻮﻳﻪ ﻋﻦ | ﻳﺤﻴﻰ ﺑﻦ ﻣﻴﺴﺮﻩ اﻻﺣﻤﺴﻰ ﻋﻦ اﻟﻌﻼ ﺑﻦ ﺑﺪر ﻋﻦ
ﻣﻦ ﺣﺪﺛﻪ | ﻋﻦ ﺳﻠﻤﺎن ،ﻗﺎل اﺑﻮ زﻳﺪ وﻏﻴﺮﻩ ﻗﻮﻟﻪ ﻣﻠﻐﺎﻩ ﻣﻦ | اﻟﻠﻐﻮ وآﺜﺮة اﻟﺤﺪﻳﺚ واﻟﻤﻬﺪﻧﺔ ﻣﻦ اﻟﻬﺪﻧﺔ | ﻓﻬﻰ اﻟﺴﻜﻮن ﻳﻘﺎل ﻣﻨﻪ هﺪﻧﺖ اهﺪن
هﺪوﻧﺎ | اذا ﺳﻜﻨﺖ ﻓﻠﻢ ﺗﺤﺮّك واﻟﺬى اراد ﺳﻠﻤﺎن اﻧﻪ اذا | ﺳﻬﺮ اول اﻟﻠﻴﻞ وﻟﻐﻰ ذهﺐ ﺑﻪ اﻟﻨﻮم ﻓﻲ اﺧﺮﻩ | ﻓﻤﻨﻌﻪ ﻣﻦ اﻟﻘﻴﺎم ﻟﻠﺼﻠﻮﻩ وﺑﻌﻀﻬﻢ
ﻳﺮوﻳﻪ ﻣﻬﺬﻧﺔ | ﻓﻲ اول اﻟﻠﻴﻞ ﻓﻰ ﻣﻮﺿﻊ ﻣﻠﻐﺎة وهﻮ ﻗﺮﻳﺐ اﻟﻤﻌﻨﻰ ﻣﻦ | ذاك وﻗﻮﻟﻪ اﺣﻴﻮا ﻣﺎ ﺑﻴﻦ اﻟﻌﺸﺂﻳﻦ ﻓﺎﻧﻪ اراد اﻟﻤﻐﺮب | واﻟﻌﺸﺎ ﺳﻤّﻴﻬﻤﺎ
ﻋﺸﺂﻳﻦ ﻣﺜﻞ ﻗﻮﻟﻪ ﻋﺎ ﺸﻪ اﻻﺳﻮدان | اﻟﺘﻤﺮ واﻟﻤﺎ واﻧﻤﺎ اﻟﺴﻮاد ﻟﻠﺘﻤﺮ وﺣﺪﻩ وآﻘﻮﻟﻬﻢ | ﺳﻨﻪ اﻟﻌﻤﺮﻳﻦ واﻧﻤﺎ هﻤﺎ اﺑﻮ ﺑﻜﺮ وﻋﻤﺮ وهﺬا آﻼم |
اﻟﻌﺮب اذا آﺎن اﻟﺸﻰ ﻣﻊ ﻏﻴﺮﻩ رﺑﻤﺎ ﺳﻤّﻮهﻤﺎ | ﺟﻤﻴﻌﺎ ﺑﺎﺳﻢ اﺣﺪهﻤﺎ وﻗﺪ ﻓﺴّﺮﻧﺎﻩ ﻓﻰ ﻏﻴﺮ هﺬا اﻟﻤﻮﺿﻊ| ،
وﻗـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــﺎل | اﺑﻮ ﻋﺒﻴﺪ ﻓﻰ ﺣﺪﻳﺚ ﺳﻠﻤﺎن ﻟﻮ ﺑﺎت رﺟﻞ ﻳﻐﻄﻰ اﻟﻘﻴﺎن | اﻟﺒﻴﺾ وﺑﺎت اﺧﺮ ﻳﻘﺮا اﻟﻘﺮان وﻳﺬآﺮ اﷲ ﻟﻤﺎ أﻳﺖ )؟( |
ان ذاآﺮ اﷲ اﻓﻀﻞ ﻗﺎل اﺑﻮ ﻋﺒﻴﺪ ﺣﺪﺛﻨﺎﻩ | ﻣﻌﺎذ ﻋﻦ ﺳﻠﻴﻤﻦ اﻟﺘﻴﻤﻰ ﻋﻦ اﺑﻰ ﻋﺜﻤﻦ ﻋﻦ ﺳﻠﻤﺎن ﻗﺎل اﺑﻮ | ﻋﻤﺮو وﻏﻴﺮﻩ ﻗﻮﻟﻪ اﻟﻘﻴﺎن واﺣﺪهﺎ ﻗﻴﻨﻪ ||
Or. 298, f. 136a.

وهـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــﻰ | اﻻﻣﻪ وﺑﻌﺾ اﻟﻨﺎس ﻳﻈﻦ اﻟﻘﻴﻨﻪ اﻟﻤﻐﻨﻴﻪ | ﺧﺎﺻﻪ وﻟﻴﺲ هﻮ آﺬﻟﻚ ﻟﻮ آﺎﻧﺖ اﻟﻤﻐﻨﻴﺔ | ﺧﺎﺻﻪ ﻣﺎ ذآﺮهﺎ ﺳﻠﻤﺎن ﻓﻰ
ﻰ ﻓﺎﺣﺘﻤﻠﻮا اﻟﻰ اﻟﻈﻬﻴﺮة اﻣﺮ ﺑﻴﻨﻬﻢ ﻟﺒﻚ |
ﻣﻮﺿﻊ اﻟﻔﻀﻞ واﻟﺜﻮاب | وﻟﻜﻦ آﻞ اﻣﻪ ﻋﻨﺪ اﻟﻌﺮب ﻗﻴﻨﻪ ﻳﺒﻴّﻦ ذﻟﻚ | ﻗﻮل زهﻴﺮ | ر ّد اﻟﻘﻴﺎن ﺟﻤﺎل اﻟﺤ ّ
ﻳﻌﻨﻰ اﻻﻣﻪ ﻗﺎل اﺑﻮ ﻋﻤﺮو وآﺬﻟﻚ آﻞ ﻋﺒﺪ هﻮ ﻋﻨﺪ | اﻟﻌﺮب ﻗﻴﻦ وﻗﺪ ﻳﻘﺎل اﻧﻤﺎ ﻗﻴﻞ ﻟﻠﻤﺎﺷﻄﻪ ﺑﻤﻘﻴّﻨﻪ ﻻﻧﻬﺎ | ﺗﺰﻳﻦ اﻟﻨﺴﺎ ﺷﺒّﻬﺖ ﺑﺎﻻﻣﻪ ﻻﻧﻬﺎ
ﺗﺼﻠﺢ اﻟﺒﻴﺖ وﺗﺰﻳﻨﻪ| ،
وﻗــــــــــــــــــــــــــــﺎل | اﺑﻮ ﻋﺒﻴﺪ ﻓﻰ ﺣﺪﻳﺚ ﺳﻠﻤﺎن ﻣﻦ ﺻﻠﻰ ﺑﺎرض ﻣﻦ ﻓﺎذن و | اﻗﺎم اﻟﺼﻠﻮﻩ ﺻﻠﻰ ﺧﻠﻔﻪ ﻣﻦ اﻟﻤﻼﻳﻜﻪ ﻣﺎ ﻻ ﻳﺮا | ﻗﻄﺮاﻩ
ﻳﺮآﻌﻮن ﺑﺮآﻮﻋﻪ وﻳﺴﺠﺪون ﺑﺴﺠﻮدﻩ و | ﻳﻮﻣّﻨﻮن ﻋﻠﻰ دﻋﺎﻳﻪ ﻗﺎل اﺑﻮ ﻋﺒﻴﺪ ﺣﺪﺛﻨﺎﻩ هﺸﻢ واﺑﻮ ﺣﻔﺺ اﻻﺑﺎر آﻼهﻤﺎ ﻋﻦ داود ﺑﻦ اﺑﻰ هﻨﺪ ﻋﻦ
ﻰ ﻗﺎل اﻟﻘﻔﺮ وﻗﺎل اﻻﺻﻤﻌﻰ آﺬﻟﻚ | ﻗﺎل وهﻮ ﻣﺎﺧﻮذ ﻣﻦ اﻟﻘﻮا
اﺑﻲ ﻋﺜﻤﻦ ﻋﻦ ﺳﻠﻤﺎن وزاد اﺑﻮ ﺣﻔﺺ ﻋﻦ داود ﻗﺎل ﻓﻘﻠﺖ | ﻻﺑﻰ ﻋﺜﻤﻦ ﻣﺎ اﻟﻘ ّ
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ﻰ وﻗﻮﻟﻪ ﺗﻨﺎﺻﻴﻬﺎ ان ﺗﺘﺼﻞ ﺑﻬﺎ | اﺧﺬ ﻣﻦ اﻟﻨﺎﺻﻴﻪ ،وﻗﻮﻟﻪ ﻗﻄﺮاﻩ ﻳﻌﻨﻰ ﻃﺮﻓﻴﻪ | اﻟﻘﻄﺮ اﻟﻄﺮف وﺟﻤﻌﻪ
ﻰ ﺗﻨﺎﺻﻴﻬﺎ ﺑﻼد ﻗ ّ
وﻗﺎل اﻟﻌﺠﺎج | ﻗ ّ
اﻗﻄﺎر وﻣﻨﻪ ﻗﻮﻟﻪ | ان اﺳﺘﻄﻌﺘﻢ ان ﺗﻨﻔﺬوا ﻣﻦ اﻗﻄﺎر اﻟﺴﻤﻮات | واﻟﻘﺘﺮ ﻣﺜﻞ اﻟﻘﻄﺮ| ،
وﻗــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــﺎل | اﺑﻮ ﻋﺒﻴﺪ ﻓﻰ ﺣﺪﻳﺚ ﺳﻠﻤﺎن ﺣﻴﻦ دﺧﻞ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ ﺳﻌﺪ ﻳﻌﻮدﻩ | ﻓﺠﻌﻞ ﻳﺒﻜﻰ ﻓﻘﺎل ﺳﻌﺪ ﻣﺎ ﻳﺒﻜﻴﻚ ﻳﺎ ﺑﺎ ﻋﺒﺪاﷲ ||
Or. 298, f. 136b.

ﻗـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــﺎل | واﷲ ﻣﺎ اﺑﻜﻰ ﺟﺰﻋﺎ ﻣﻦ اﻟﻤﻮت وﻻ ﺣﺰﻧﺎ ﻋﻠﻰ | اﻟﺪﻧﻴﺎ وﻟﻜﻦ رﺳﻮل اﷲ ﺻﻠﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ ﻋﻬﺪ | اﻟﻴﻨﺎ ﻟﻴﻈﻦ اﺣﺪآﻢ
ﻣﺜﻞ زاد اﻟﺮاآﺐ | وهﺬﻩ اﻻﺳﺎود ﺣﻮﻟﻰ ﻗﺎل وﻣﺎ ﺣﻮﻟﻪ اﻻ ﻣﻄﻬﺮﻩ | او اﺟّﺎﻧﻪ او ﺟﻔﻨﻪ ﻗﺎل ﺣﺪﺛﻨﺎﻩ اﺑﻮ ﻣﻌﻮﻳﻪ ﻋﻦ اﻻﻋﻤﺶ ﻋﻦ اﺑﻰ ﺳﻔﻴﻦ ﻃﻠﺤﻪ
ﺑﻦ ﻧﺎﻓﻊ ﻋﻦ اﺷﻴﺎﺧﻪ ﻋﻦ | ﺳﻠﻤﺎن ،ﻗﻮﻟﻪ اﻻﺳﺎود ﻳﻌﻨﻰ اﻟﺸﺨﻮص ﻣﻦ اﻟﻤﺘﺎع | وآﻞ ﺷﺨﺺ ﺳﻮاد ﻣﻦ ﻣﺘﺎع او اﻧﺴﺎن او ﻏﻴﺮﻩ | وﻣﺜﻠﻪ اﻟﺤﺪﻳﺚ
اﻻﺧﺮ اذا راى اﺣﺪآﻢ ﺳﻮادا | ﺑﻠﻴﻞ وﻻ ﻳﻈﻦ اﺟﺒﺮ اﻟﺴﻮادﻳﻦ ﻓﺎﻧﻪ ﻳﺨﺎﻓﻚ آﻤﺎ | ﺗﺨﺎﻓﻪ وﺟﻤﻊ اﻟﺴﻮاد اﺳﻮدﻩ ﺛﻢ اﻻﺳﺎود | ﺟﻤﻊ اﻟﺠﻤﻊ

وﻗﺎل

اﻻﻋﺸﻰ | ﺗﻨﺎهﻴﺘﻢ ﻋﻨﺎ وﻗﺪ آﺎن ﻓﻴﻜﻢ اﺳﺎود ﺻﺮﻋﻰ ﻟﻢ ﻳﻮﺳّﺪ ﻗﺘﻴﻠﻬﺎ | ﻳﺮﻳﺪ ﺑﺎﻻﺳﺎود اﻟﺸﺨﻮص اﻟﻘﺘﻠﻰ | ،

Gharīb al-Ḥadīth, by Abū ʿUbayd al-Qāsim b. Sallām al-Baghdādī. End of the text, followed by the
colophon, with the date Dhū al-Qaʿda 252 [866]. MS Leiden Or. 298, f. 241b (detail).
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