Course of Islamic paleography by Jan Just Witkam
Tasks for the student:
1. Read the bibliographical description of the manuscript.

2. Carefully compare the images of the manuscript with the proposed transliteration. Get accustomed
with peculiarities of this hand.

3. Transcribe in the same way a considerable portion of that part of the manuscript which has not been
transliterated. Start where the given transliteration ends. See how far you come.

4, Note remarkable or unusual ligatures and make a list of these.

5. Make an inventory of all signs and peculiarities which are different from modern practice.

MS Leiden Or. 122

Arabic, paper (two different colours (yellowish and pinkish, used in alternation), 86 ff., naskh script, dated
according to Voorhoeve (Handlist, p. 179) 614 AH (1217-1218), but this cannot be confirmed from the manuscript.
Copied by al-Shaykh Khalil b. Badran (according to an owner’s note on f. 1a). The first orginal sama‘ note (f. 9a,
lower part) gives as date of the reading of the first guz’: Tuesday 20 Dha al-Qa‘da 669 (1271) and as place of
reading al-Madrasa al-Salihiyya (in Damascus?). Old full-leather binding, flap now lost.

Kitab Makarim al-Akhldg wa-Ma‘dliha wa-Mahmiid Tara’igihd, by Abéi Bakr Muhammad b. Ga‘far b. Muhammad b.
Sahl al-Samirt al-Khara'itT (d. 327/938), GAL S 1, 250. CCO 1929 (IV, pp. 184-189). See on him also Ta'rikh Baghdad I,
pp- 139-140 (No. 551).

The volume is arranged in agza’, with numerous igazat al-sama" at the end of each guz’. These have been analyzed
in an unpublished thesis by N. van den Boogert, ‘Beschrijving van ms. Leiden Or. 122’ (May 1990).

The volume is mugazza’, divided in separate a§za’, with separate title-page for each guz (ff. 1a, 10a, 20a, 30a, 42a,
54a, 64a, 72a, 80a). Each title-page has one ta’lif, followed by four riwayat. The ta’lif giving the full author’s name
and the riwayat are, in order of appearance:

- Ta'lif Abi Bakr Muhammad b. Ga‘far b. Muhammad b. Sahl al-Samir al-Khar#'iti, ‘anhu

- Riwayat Ab1 Bakr Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Uthman b. al-Walid b. al-Hakam b. Ab1 al-Hadid, ‘anhu

- Riwayat Ibn Ibnihi AbT al-Hasan Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Wahid b. Muhammad b. Abt al-Had1d, ‘anhu

- Riwayat al-Shaykh Abi Muhammad ‘Abd al-Karim b. Hamza b. al-Khidr al-Sulami, ‘anhu

- Riwayat al-Qadi Gamal al-Din Abi al-Qasim ‘Abd al-Samad b. Muhammad b. Abi Fadl al-Ansarf, ‘anhu.
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Title-page of the first guz’ of Kitab Makarim al-Akhlag wa-Ma altha wa-Mahmud Tara’igiha, by Abi Bakr
Muhammad b. Ga‘far b. Muhammad b. Sahl al-Samiri al-Khar@'it1, with notes of ta'lif and riwdya.
MS Leiden Or. 122, f. 1a.
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Beginning of Kitab Makarim al-Akhlag wa-Ma‘aliha wa-Mahmid Tara’igihd, by Abi Bakr Muhammad b.
Ga‘far b. Muhammad b. Sahl al-Samiri al-Khara'itt. MS Leiden Or. 122, f. 1b.
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Kitab Makarlm al Akhlaq wa-Ma'dliha wa-Mahmiid Tara@'iqihd, by Abii Bakr Muhammad b. Ga‘far b.
Muhammad b. Sahl al-Samiri al-KharZ’it1. MS Leiden Or. 122, f. 2a.

© Course in palaeography. Copyright, Jan Just Witkam, Leiden, The Netherlands, 2007

'
4

S Bl siial . A

1
’
{
1




